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the Commons had been packed by John of Gaunt,
and which had discharged its functions by the first
week of March. The demise of the Crown had been
followed by the issue of new writs, and the new
members would doubtless be thoroughly loyal, well-
disposed to the Princess of Wales, and in perfect
accord with the King's Council. It is probable that
the elections had been free from interference ; the
loyalty of the country would be taken for granted,
and certainly the Duke of Lancaster was not just
then strong enough to influence them, even if he had
been minded to play the Princess false, which there
is no reason to suppose. It is not without signifi-
cance that this first Parliament of Richard II., chosen
without any bias on the part of Wyclifs patrons,
should have treated him with so much distinction,
consulting him on a State question of capital im-
portance, and receiving (and virtually approving) his
rejoinder to the papal bulls.

